Date:  March 4, 2009

Subject: Proposed Program Change for the Department of Linguistics

From: Bebe Miller

The Arts and Humanities Subcommittee met on February 23 to review a program change in the Department of Linguistics. The request was to change the status of Linguistics 595, Undergraduate Research Seminar in Linguistics, currently required for all Linguistics majors, to a requirement for honors students only; in addition, the course number would be changed to Linguistics 699, the undergraduate research call number. This change will not affect the honors program in that the course requirements and 50 credit hour threshold will remain the same. 

The course was conceived as an intensive, faculty-guided research experience for undergraduates. This proposed course change comes in response to a problematic student mix: highly motivated honors students as well as less motivated non-honors students who prefer to take linguistic courses that do not involve a significant research component. This mix has not allowed the instructors to challenge students as much as would be desired. This revision would make 699 required for honors students and an elective for non-honors majors.

The subcommittee's discussion points were as follows:

a. Department will continue to strongly encourage non-honors majors to take this course.

b. Changing the number from 595 to 699 will allow official designation as an “undergraduate research course,” so all students who complete it can have that course title on their transcripts.

c. Linguistics does currently have an H783 for its Honors thesis.

d. Suggestion to consider creating an H699 if enrollments would warrant this.

The proposed was viewed very favorably and was unanimously passed by the subcommittee.

